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Yo right even siy the cdds were againet Dovid Pendy sind Michael Connaty
when they left thetriBloaemfedd Hill Country Club jobs kst e to redurn o Lhe
vant wide, whire they hid prown up, and 6pen thelr first rsfairant

Mot only do Grossg Polntes resident s husee o reputationfor being conseryative
with thelr dinlng dollars, the Nedgling damers wers opering in o spot whene s [
long Ene of restaurantshad straggied and elosed cver Uhe palirs. -

Buat the Hill Sealotd & Chop Howse has trned into a 1t ke hard-to-phease . r . Al
Polrites, and (ts sucosss seems largely theresult of the hametown bays" simple, ~
O Hﬂ'il‘WLJL’E‘E b the Eaates and terperaments of the customes:

Thinirgy out has becomie stich an integoral part of our lives that what many of us
bong for in o restaurant — besides excellent food, service and value — fs a place -
that feels koo our own, whether we're celebrating an annbversary, lunching with 1 hJ
friends or having dinner with a chient. Crafting & menu, an stmosp rrmul a I

sitting that will ghve guestn that fecling has boen Pendy and Connery's first
||r1r.hr'.\||:3.I

For the customer-focused philosophy reflected in its cuisine, serviee and
atmoaphere, the HEll Seafood & Chop House in Grosse Pointe Farms has been
named the Detroit Free Press Bestaurant of the Year 3001
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Story by Syl¥ia Rector
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il wrrer Guvish im }'-

ree PressVRestarant Criatic
L RANR From top ko battom, it's designed b6 appeal G0 ils custofisers.
i ik The look is upscale but not ostentatious, more old money than high

faskion

1% fieels o hit elublby, but welcoming — not only bocnss 2o many
folka know ench other, but also bocause co-owner Dovid Pendy is
amually arelling theough the reom, 8aying bello to guest % hé dioesn't
kmorw, s well a8 those he does.

And it servés excellent traditbonal American culsine — thetypo of
Sl Uhat he fimd esaecutive chel Mbshaed Contery, thi other cwner,
think their joeal atidience prebers

Thasy should knows they're native cast sidens who beft Oakland
County Iast year bo open thelr first restaurint on thelr home turl

Thetr HEl Seafood & Chop Howse in Grosse Pointe Farms, named as
thi Detrolt Free Press 2004 Restaurant of the Year, doesn't pretend
to b o tremdastter, & magnet for cebebrities or an altar to haute
culsine,

Its olfectives are very different. |

At a e whet we're eating more el than sver 6 restaerants,
the Hill aspires 1o be what many of s long for but too sebdom find: a
spot close bo home that you can count on for excellent food, Bne
mervice, great stmosphere and o smile at the door. Even the prices
aren't boad

Mo matter whesre you live In metro Dotrolt, it's the kind of place
o wish would open right arosnd the corner.

Onte intide

A fireploce crackles beightly between the casiaal bar il the sage-
green dining room, where frumed paintings of hunting and nautbcal
rooras decorate Lhe walls

Brnss pecents, pofished woodwork ond tnstefe] pattermoed
earpeting give the bi-leve! room o well-heeled feel, (Hd clothbonind
books are displayed casanlly on o high shell above a row of booths;
candlelight Mlckers on the tabletops

It's just & weeknight, but the dimieg room is Bed with a Beely
eollection of people and purposes,
i 3 ; A well-dressod older couple celebrating thelr anniversary ask the
f'hotes oy Sbuwsanw Twia | Detroid Free Press waitress 1o snap thelr pleture. At a table In the middle of the room,

Fivas i THE HILL, Page 5F
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sine Hlsamethings spot frends coming in sod
woeedd Lhaar ¢hairs enier Lo imakie roem, Nearly, a
moikar s ilogsilier nread s basv for e s
Um0 et

Befthe down ina g booth by the walll 10 resd
oo of e erisg. ovecdzed moenus sed yoi can't
Bl biil fethio e diephadis on fuormhiin bgired-
e perad Lasiee sl

The sealiood == ihe beart of the enenu — comes
from Fodey's of Bosten, knosm S il quslity, sed
the freshwater fsh comes from bocal parveyors,
the menu boaste. The strip sleaks are US4

i, The vwal (s premium Proviml. The [rish

tat lwmﬁ rl'll.j.iu.d-r: I8 pared E-hoding 16 M,

Ty = stpeis, deeasings, beoad
mmtm— are masde i the TS kbchen.

Pbur oot wis Lo have B great plece of Mk, &
ireat stoak, & greal chop, delivered with valie”
I'mn.l.:.' R, TSI ik

Poinies reskionts, valus Bl tho seens (e
-m:ﬂunnlm. he snys, speaking with the authority
Ahal comas froen having grosm up im G rosse Poinbe
Fhiaes,

S the fpee ol [ he maes, "ol thay soenm-
mnlrr.:ml.md & o] drink s anoither thing
that's pervetved as value. Vale mians ne being
mickeled-anid-aliored "

B sfiliees fosnd wilh sl or salad plis an
[ | ale glarch and fredd vepeiahle. Froskly

sl beend and & dish of Grem Northern bean
salnd] — the filed Joe Murr's used o serve — are
delbvered 1 evory table

Fienily satrs Bis cuisbormers lovesd he old resta-
fant la Detrall sad a2l miae it he makes noe
apokiy far trying 10 11l s of that void

The cther element thal's ereelal for veesess,
Pendy says. |s having on vwner sa premies alnl
wialhle, That way, custimers know ssmeane’s
kreplng an e oo Uhings. And they Hke sewing a
Bartiillas e,

“Whamn people eome |||, they're grosted st tho
doon There's always someons there, smd uiually
&% me .. They smy “Can Mickael do that New
York ou petvro that be chd lnst weelkT ™

Back fa the east site

Lustlic el [rabors, msl i boenea cloar Ll cvory
elhotre: Peady sead Connery hane maide — froe the
codor of the wlls Lo the specific Hemeson the mesa
— ham by dfictated by wihat they believr Polntes
diners want and sxpoct

Thee cusg omer-Sociusdd phdlosoply comes saslly
Bath bave sl misd of Lhitr careers in privabe
ehuhs, whero customers papect top stevies and
peraonal alicnthen. And the owners see 1o i the
thrir sta i delivers it

Baefoew opening the Hill in August, Py, il
wils p'nﬂm'rrr-!mw--rnl'l-ln' prostipiows. Blooem-
Geld Hills Country Chab, and Connery, 35, & War-
s nalive, wis eecullh chil r|||1 el Larlhdd
.IIHH.ILM vty bnssiasens togrethor, bant Chey baln't
necessariy plimned on ibe easl side. When the
chance came, it [l right

STher Cirimer Polegin s very oomervsthe |,
It & unegs tewe, & lub llmrn. Pl msys,
b menll Commssry e ™ n.mu e ol elubguys”

HAawd wiille thee wrea “i ¢ thives ook b e
mestmarants Uhal Ehe weed side dovs | .. T'n 3 pood
ruirhct anid i Rewds & pooil FedlsursEl.”
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Thae sl mevenl was Jim-
ey h, dwram By Delral ¢hidf
Jimmy Schnsidy; it was pres
oeded by bis lalian-ibemed
Chinetl. Befere that wos
DR, a place wih Callfr-
LIEE

“Amd bolore fhel was &
litsyy of restaurants Includ
Ing ke Bromae Door, Al
Chrisens — the et goes all the
wiay back o the Panch asd
Judy Casltall Loangs sl
Frrobdution” lendy says.

Turnovr bs the rabane of
the hwsiness. Bul beyond

A DINER'S GUIDE
What b W Asphing iran ioas

And there's delicale Dinver ande
mekniere — lighily Noured ard
saubeedd — for $M0.00, & very good
prico for ikis priesd Europeas
fatfish. A filel of Laki Saperior
whitefich, ssstoed with & crust of
shredded potaloes snd served
with hers rernculnds, ks §15.95

Bt of all mey be the plote of
F:H |.|||.huﬂ- called the Hill of

= & Diinch-tall layered

mruflraﬂ':.' whipped potmnes,
i erisgny potato hackel and
#autesd Nieta of freeh perch,
secenied by o superh mon caper
swecr, [or SHGE.

ot overlook the steaks and
chaps, eapecintly the deeply dali-
eiauis, Whoanee, grilled rib ehop

thal. Poindes diners hove & oy — foe a5 Con iri
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fistod with thelr dining dol- WIS BEE s band o me from & bone-in slics & prime rib
s 1% nad an pasy place to Dwecriigh. o goie and D FUll of Peecn and grills 1he succubsnt, tondler
phise I P BaFoOC RO hawt e WL gy, bl om L bome. Servedd
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bt he and Conmery pe. G beul Pe Durgers o parsl Slrohsmﬁnli_ur reddukin
searched the buseeoos that ey . o whiy or Firee in-
had done well there as well !Il-mwn;.&-ur;:::wu.:m oy Pfﬂ::l':d} & sturdy, $-nck-
i viaruhery on the mast dide, e o wer G301 thick square of polato-onkon cas:
“We gaked, "W hat wore il e, 5% 55, MorbyAmencan Derele. Lightly steamed fresh
e comspanecers that mads _I m-_mmmm reen beses are oftes the vegets
Lhem sapeesalul ™ Well, it s credit st ccagied E\' aha four
was the on-site indnkdunls For desert. try Comnery's
ihat mere there, Uhe table-  WhEne 00 park: Veles i echevel e Mislisn Lasa Cakke with o solt
while worvicn, a gl sleak, a Ramtom of B iflerliod pobie bof i ook eheealate copier, served with
Erval petes of fah. The ba- url sk jow cream. The
sies, We snid, "Look, (his i TTHNGE §0 KN0W: Aeservations we MMMWMHE i

ik roehet seiemee — it iruly
s mod ot srfenee”

Fhal (i i exiremely en-

wiread A el o wesiends Smokeg o
it ey WiatTa Recribin Veprtran

appears on this page. You sl
cai't g wromg with the siliy
vanilla erome bryles =ith n

fpabiy — espacially for the HOUMEC (emeh, T am-Jpm weskdeys. carnmed toppiegt and s garmish of
LT D, 510 o, Mol Thiridlay, 510 Bneah red pespleerries,
[ S A o e e b more casl

Even Betore yoo arder, S S Thatn's et e thing Lhe e
Friendly and professional awrtiers do Lo win beir ausdlenees

s v oho of those
bgrls od Laegry Ciroal Norikern Boan sabsd, slong
with a alhver, napkin-lined badket holSng o loaf of
plpleg hol, poppvseed-topped bread = the solt,
winile kinsd wilh the yeasiy aroma of hooe made
rifle

I yous Tosedl incdulpgem, chosas an appetizer ol
Erish Mt senskid salmon Lo sbare wilh thi tabls,
The firm shees are sevvasous and debeste, pooos-
panrikeil by boast geednis sod Eracdsbomal garnishes of
vapers, onion and sliced sge Another slarisr
menchit for sharing & the haked whes] of Frivnds
Dara, Rogrppand swith astisml posrtalulia prmshrooms
— & preat combinstbon of codors and wexiares. Ur
try the lmpresalvdy crabby grilled Joask cral
cakes, mode with Aaverfol herbs and neinlemal
flers, and a rich Acagradcn siice.

EnLress come with 8 cup of sng — (e cream
ol tomatn k& adebicibin — o & frisdh Formales sabad
il lu-ehivesr, erumsbled couliforsn, baeon and
gliced Roma tomatoes. Connery’s white Fresch
vinakgreike dm:nﬂ'u ol — mnid ok e
won't shary the

With & eholee of 81 least 14 seafesd entroes
lally, fish lovers face hard declalons.

Thisre's a grillerd cenber-cu et ol Block and
gl Minishad will v bl ler — 5 Tiarenrfii]
trestmeet of this white, meaty fish — for §2295.

] JE:I“: Eveén om a jam-packed
Baturday night, menu in tkis lovely whits.
tablecloth restnurant still [isis hamburgers,

arad rran.

The Hill's juley, §-cunee ground steak burges,
served with & cholw of seves Lappings and Iries
mbﬂﬂ!bﬂﬁh_‘ﬁmﬂ]ﬁ‘dmhlﬁL
i U bue-chorse pieen with bacon anid mnmn
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] Connery sy theey bave 10
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“From oyeiers to high chates, wo dio it all” Perdy
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hard to get o talibe, even in the bar,

Pointes residents ares’l used Lo making reser.
valions, bat they're learsing: About Lt the tibidis
during the wiek and B porecnt om weokends ar
taborn by guesls with reservations,

“Plecpile limow 1o ks they can come in and have

& table wailieg” be mays.
Perdy asd Connery’s foresaln may pot e rock-
o acheree, but It bas clearly Liunches] 3 winper:
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The lesson
of the Hill:
Diners first

SOME RESTAURANTS
a0 desigriad 1o enp-

Ralime o ibe laress
food kremeds — boawdi of
movidles or Latin
Asnerican rulsind or
srgapleally proun
Taprlaidirs.

Some Lry 1o win our favor by
eflertaining s with snimsied raln
forest perdssala, poo music
or tabies amery ddie rides.

Others try to sueeesd ke Lring

enpenaive, exclusive pd conting eigs.
Al ool hesin havee bt place. The
Puslaurnd bwdeenry |5 highly compet-
[Rive. People's imsbes s Beile
umlrrwn.mmlmq-uh-thbr.:
r=irifs as vasily ws they change their
s, Bo iU no wonder Lsal pelting
miterbion in Che resbaurm e
often depends o huving e wildess
concepd. Lhe most exothe food of Lhe
misl pristipias indorior designer
T Hil Honkoged & Chop Houss has
rcerae ool L Pt
18 was o b e stalad s
stabile Grosse Pointes by 4 oouple of
vy who hasd rew up on the sast
el el trumfes nammes for themeslves
prhgﬂ-ﬁumdum-up
ir Eheory was simgdi Thtr bt
chanon of Bacorss was to cresio
phacy that would come s clase as
proveaidd e Low bnringg what eir local cus-
domera wanlind b resLanranl,
Written down in blaek and whice,
thal sotinds about e encliing as
walrhing meup dermer fut when
o iy Lt cnsiote, snd (3e rostau-
rant dedlvers o it progies — gt
ﬁndl.rldmtl.nurd:.-m:jnt,-
warm g comifcriable
:mhr!uﬂﬂnmhrthrm
iy o phissiing Ll oumes [rom
dining e,
Dhoieg ke hacsies: right ol putting
customers (irst is really an old-feskon-
o ides — one Uhat deserves o nevival

e i b

"T}.‘"M"b:; tha Hill,
WLl and i falks, -green
walls and whicg tablgeioths

Bk | — sl you = woubd be
delighied i mome restrurans really

Lext ke, Tl TN crwres Do
v anil Mehined Oy i,
alterut what wouddl make thele eus-
Lo feed mi honmee.

I daspan’ have 1o be pepenaive
Mﬂruuhallﬂnlmlhﬂnﬂ'-
wlesn vorabls |mpreasien,
The smallest things can make o buge
differene in b customens fisl aboat
B Pl

Wian | arvive, [ wan & prosigt,
Irirndly growling from: somnsons wh is
whisarly arwadsr and happy 1o be ai their
oo, P b el ber of & Veennger, [
o'l i boodes of witer boredom

Wheesn D'y sewbad, [want Leaitin
niow pilace = nat the mast jonsse
Lokl i thae rstavrand, et ot
st aither 1 dont want 1 hestuek
wrder Ehe coabraek by 2 TNy
ekt st o Ehe b bwrooens when e
aiming room s Fallempty.
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®osfs i i oy ar Lhe sasce s
Bl heniireg el b buis Lasled 18, H.i-‘
wry mmwost dipeet fink tothe koitehen nnd
1 a4 e -weli-formed. -

want Us s soineone i charpe
walking sround Ehe room, making =are
Ehwe fruond 8 o] e Al | e

& hapgpy ending
Ani | don’t Bee sirprises when the
bl arvives.

A restairant sl cares Al iy
sakisfaat jan won" make 8 big deal ool
o & minee substitution; | slouald be
abie by swch e bouse mushed po-
tntoes with the house ricw pilal 1] a5k
for sismethirg 1han will Pogalie an
wirtra charge, 1 wani o be formed.
And | get really testy when 1he check
womes ard " been chasged for sfl-
dlrink reffill il khe men sver ddd s2.

1 wrarn lisd ol
Mwﬂm b [l i

Tt 1 fid mare e wioiakd sgree on
ks What we want (52 place that
e w e
wpercial and eormiferinbbe of the same
lirne — & pikare that feele Hioe homs,

sl
s whst Pershy and Connery
::ﬂh-.md for Lhwir customers o the
ealla it “the bagies™ aod sxys
I ot okt nlenes”

Leall i a great ke for ey

st Joves restaurants.
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